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On February 25, 2014, PO James Cooney, driving a van, saw a young man leave a building and put a 
bag of marijuana in his jacket pocket. He initially pursued the man but then radioed to another 
officer. This other officer, as captured by security camera footage obtained by the CCRB, first drew 
his gun on the young man, and then when the man stopped running, pushed him backwards, then 
struck him in the face with his police radio, causing a one inch laceration to the man’s head that 
required six stiches. The officer who struck the man stated that he punched him because he would 
not take his hands out of his pockets. But the video shows both that the officer hit him with his 
NYPD radio, used as a club, and that the man’s hands were away from his body before he was 
struck. The security video later shows the man sitting down and an expanding dark spot, which “the 
investigation determined to be blood” expanding from the spot of the injury as he is handcuffed. 

Both PO Cooney and PO Mikalinis, who observed the incident but did not strike the man, made 
statements that were disproven by the security footage. PO Mikalinis stated that the officer punched 
the man, but denied he struck him with his radio. Both officers denied seeing any injury to the man, 
but the video footage shows that he was bleeding significantly from the time he had been struck. 

The officer who struck the man retired from the NYPD before any discipline could be imposed for 
the charges that the CCRB substantiated against him. The CCRB found that both PO Cooney and 
PO Mikalinis made false statements in their CCRB interviews. Neither was disciplined by the 
NYPD.  



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Witness(es) Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Juan Ruiz 30382 PSA 3

2. POM James Cooney 12527 PSA 3

3. POM Thomas Mikalinis 21162 PSA 3

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM James Cooney Abuse of Authority: PO James Cooney facilitated the stop of 
.

A .  

B .  POM Juan Ruiz Force: PO Juan Ruiz pointed his gun at . B .  

C .  POM Juan Ruiz Force: PO Juan Ruiz struck  with a radio. C .  

D .  POM Juan Ruiz Abuse of Authority: PO Juan Ruiz threatened to damage  
's property.

D .  

E .  POM James Cooney Abuse of Authority: PO James Cooney threatened to damage 
 property.

E .  

F .  POM Thomas Mikalinis Abuse of Authority: PO Thomas Mikalinis threatened to 
damage  property.

F .  

H .  POM Thomas Mikalinis Other: PO Thomas Mikalinis provided a false official 
statement.

H .  

I .  POM James Cooney Other: PO James Cooney provided a false official statement. I .  

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Keyne Jean Villert       Team # 3                      
          

201401986  Abuse ¨ O.L.  Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Tue, 02/25/2014  12:05 PM 90 08/25/2015 8/25/2015

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Tue, 02/25/2014  12:34 PM IAB Phone Fri, 02/28/2014   9:49 AM
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Memo Book Entries 

At 12:05 p.m., PO Ruiz arrested  in front of  after he was 

observed placing a bag of marijuana in his left pocket with his left hand.  fled from 

 to  Marijuana was recovered from  pocket. 

 resisted. At 12:45 p.m., PO Cooney escorted  to  

 due to a laceration to his forehead (encl. F1-F3). 

 

CCRB Testimony 

On November 20, 2014, PO Cooney was interviewed at the CCRB (encl. F5).  

 

 

 

On February 25, 2014, at approximately 12:05 p.m., PO Cooney was driving an unmarked 

patrol van in the vicinity of  when he observed  on a sidewalk, 

approximately five feet away from him, hold a clear bag containing marijuana in its vegetative 

state and then place it inside one of his pockets. PO Cooney then informed PO Mikalinis of his 

observation who then opened a side door of the van, at which point  started running 

away toward  As  ran away, he placed his hands inside his 

waistband and PO Cooney communicated that observation to his partners. PO Cooney also 

mentioned to PO Ruiz, who was posted inside of  that the officers were 

chasing after a man running toward him. 

PO Cooney initially pursued  in the van, but eventually exited it and caught up 

with him on foot. PO Cooney did not observe PO Ruiz use any physical force against   

 or point his gun at him. PO Cooney did not observe anyone attempt to capture the 

incident on a phone. PO Cooney denied threatening anyone that he would break their phones, or 

hearing any officer do so. PO Cooney was not aware of any additional suspicious factors 

involving  around the time of the incident. 

During this CCRB interview, PO Cooney was asked whether  was injured, at 

which point he replied, “Not that I saw at that time.” It should be noted that the line of 

questioning immediately prior to his response was related to his observations and the actions he 

took at the incident location. PO Cooney did admit that he observed some blood on  

forehead at the stationhouse and that he eventually transported him to a hospital. Later, the 

undersigned investigator stated to PO Cooney, “You mentioned that you didn’t see any bleeding 

on him at the scene,” to which he replied, “No sir.” PO Cooney also reviewed the above video 

recording of the incident, and when asked what the dark spot under  head was at the 

1:22 mark, he replied that he did not know. However, PO Cooney stated during his GO-15 

interview that he observed bleeding coming from the forehead of  and scratches on 

his hands at the incident location. 

 

Subject Officer:  PO THOMAS MIKALINIS 

• PO Mikalinis was  old at the time of the incident. He is a white man, is 5’10” tall, 

weighs 195 pounds, and has brown hair and brown eyes. 

• On February 25, 2014, PO Mikalinis worked the same tour and assignment as PO Cooney. 

 

Memo Book Entries 

At 12:05 p.m., PO Ruiz arrested  at  PO Cooney observed 

 place a bag of marijuana into his left pocket with his left hand.  then fled 

from the front of  to  where he was arrested.  
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     Title/Signature  Print                                     Date 


